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ditions of the new nation, not until the great period of
common school revival in the second quarter of the nine-
teenth century were its people able to develop the system
consistently in all directions, and not until 1867 were the
schools made entirely free.
Meanwhile, an interesting development of educational
facilities was taking place in New York City. By 1805 the
opportunities offered in the private, church, and charity
schools were seen by certain of the most prominent citizens
to be totally inadequate for a city of seventy-five thousand
inhabitants, and a 'Tree School Society" was founded to
provide for the children who were not eligible for these
schools. The president of this organization was DeWitt
Clinton, afterward governor, and in 1806 the first school
was, from motives of economy, opened upon a monitorial
basis (see p. 239). The state fund (see p. 263) did not reach
a sufficient amount to be available until 1815, but special
gifts were made to the Free School Society from time to time
by the legislature, the city, and private individuals, and
there was a rapid increase in the number of its schools dur-
ing the first quarter of a century. In 1826 the legislature
authorized the association to charge a small tuition fee
and change its name to the "Public School Society/7 and
through the activities of this organization the ground
was prepared for a public school system in New York City.
Such a development was also typical of the growth of edu-
cational sentiment that took place through quasi-public
societies in Buffalo, Utica, Oswego, and several other
cities of the state, but these movements did not flower
into real public systems until the awakening in public
education in the second quarter of the century.
Development of public education in the other Middle
states. — The rise of school systems in the other Middle

